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Natural tree regeneration under an old gum tree. 

Agroforestry trial 1 – 4 Hectares. Species planted Messmate, Spotted Gum & River Red Gum.  Planted May 1995 – 

Tree density of 1100 trees per hectare.  Project supported and funded by the Lake Wellington Catchment Salinity 

Management Plan. 



 

Tree Regeneration – It was been quite an amazing season or two in recent times and the evidence can clearly been 

seen when looking at the new growth of gum trees all around the property.  The Red Gum Reserve Project 

established 30 years ago in May 1995 is a great example of how nature moves in cycles.  You can see the trees that 

were successful in the original planting and then those which grew well but have subsequently died.  Now we see 

new regeneration which nature has done all by itself.  Having lower stock numbers on the property has reduced the 

pressure on the new trees from grazing has helped to allow so many to establish and the continued good growing 

conditions has significantly helped. 

 

 

 

 

 



Working Bees – a working bee was held on the 12th of April at the request of a volunteer.  We had 10 people attend 

and I was amazed at how much they managed to complete.  This is what was accomplished in just 1 day. 

Painting:  Workshop East and West walls completed 

Workshop Roof second coat completed 

Cattle grid fence rails at Lake Tiny second coat completed 

West wing verandah posts completed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning:  West wing bedrooms and bathrooms 

East Wing bedrooms and bathrooms 

Homestead office, kitchen, dining room, library and games 

rooms 

 

Gardening:  Homestead office garden weeded and pruned  

Homestead brick paths sprayed 

Wisteria Arch pruned 

Kafir Lime Tree pruned 

Maids’ cottage garden pruned 

Managers Office garden pruned 

Farm Hand House garden pruned and edges trimmed 

Mangers House edges trimmed and weeds sprayed 

 

Farm Work:  Four new concrete water troughs put in place 

one at a time using the tractor and lots of care 

West bore pump started to top-up Lake Tiny 

East bore Pump started and valves fixed on far east tanks 

Water leak at trough in Dairy 5 fixed 

 

Alice working in the garden – her baby is 

due in July. 

Emma & Tom preparing the posts for painting – Tom had recently had 

shoulder reconstruction surgery. 

Alan painting the workshop. 



Building Repairs:  Machinery Shed roof - Missing Roofing Iron replaced & Loose sheets screwed down 

 
 

Of course, as usual our team of volunteers have also been out working as individuals when they have time available.  

Alan has continued to paint the workshop.  The final rear wall is now complete.  Mandi has been working in the 

homestead garden taking vast amounts of weeds down to the burn pile.  This is a task that requires contestant work 

to keep the garden in good shape.  The bore pump required repairs when the exhaust worked its way loose and 

Richard was able to fix this and make some adjustments to get it running smoothly again.  Danny, Richard & Cindy 

have now installed the new railing fence beside the stock yards.  It is much stronger and more secure, but also looks 

great.  Danny Duncan has had long service leave and used some of his extra time off work to catch up on the mowing 

and other work at Strath.  We greatly appreciate the many hours of work Danny has spent keeping the lawns under 

control.  Paul Erbs has also been spending time on the tractor slashing the large grass area near the homestead 

where we will have several families bringing caravans and camping over the June long weekend when we are holding 

our next working bee.   

 



New Farm Infrastructure - We have now installed fences around 

the lower homestead paddock and the shearing shed paddock.  

This has added extra areas for grazing which previously were only 

able to be used when cattle could be contained with portable hot 

wire fencing. The fencing contractor also carried out some fence 

repairs in other areas to assist with grazing management.   

We have now installed 4 new concrete water troughs each 

holding 2500 litres of water, which will also assist with better 

grazing management.  In the past portable troughs have been 

used, but this is a very labour-intensive process and the water 

supply is unreliable.  Many hours of volunteer labour went into 

providing these upgrades and we are thankful to Josh, Richard, 

Danny & Cindy for making this happen, which has saved 

thousands of dollars in contract labour.  

 

Paddock water supply repairs – We are thankful to Danny Phelan for assisting us with locating and repairing more 

pipeline leaks.  Danny has been very skilful using his mini digger to uncover pipes and assist with repairs, as well 

digging trenches for the new pipelines to link to the new water troughs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard & Danny fixing a leaking water pipe. 



Failing Foundations – As part of a tour it was noticed large cracks had 

opened up on the wall in one of the verandah rooms on the north east 

of the house.  This part of the house is an area of the building that has 

not had any work on the foundations in well over 50 years.  The master 

bedroom and dining room have been restumped, as well as the west 

wing bedroom and blue room, but not this part of the East Wing.  A 

contractor has advised us that the four bedrooms and bathroom which 

make up this end of the house will need to the footings replaced.  

Hopefully work can start in the next couple of months. 

 

 

Hog Deer Season – The season is open for the whole of April each year.  

On the 1st of April Wayne & Adam from Game Management Authority 

were at Strath checking hunters in the Swell point area as well as the 

Perry River Reserve.  Whilst they did find some hunters doing the right 

thing, they also detected several who knew they had entered private 

property – they walked past a sign telling them so – these hunters had 

some of their equipment confiscated.  There has been a huge amount of 

shooting activity in both the Swell Point Reserve area and the Perry 

River Reserve in April.  Spotlight shooters have been seen, as well and 

hunters using illegal hides.  Several groups were camping at Swell Point 

over the ANZAC Day weekend and shooting there as well, even though 

the Wellington Shire have deemed it a ‘No Camping & No Shooting’ 

area.  Personnel from Parks Victoria arranged for 3 large hunting hides 

located in the Perry River Reserve but very close to Strathfieldsayes property boundary to be removed.  A contractor 

dismantled the hides and Parks personnel removed the debris.  Notices have been placed at each site informing the 

builder of the hides why they were removed. 

 

 

Agistment cattle – Over Autumn we had an average of 400 cattle on the property.  This is mostly cow and calf units.  

The latest pasture report shows we have enough feed at these levels for the next 71 days.  And with some Autumn 

rain the grass has continued to grow, however cattle numbers have now reduced to 320 head.   

 

Agistment cattle being moved and managed by great working dogs. 



Visiting Groups – Autumn has been a busy time at Strath for visiting groups.  Pam hosted the Glenmaggie Book Club 

for a meeting and lunch on the 20th of March.  A group of about 12 older ladies enjoyed a day at Strath talking about 

the property and its history before conducting their own book club meeting and sharing a picnic lunch. 

The Army Cadets have held two Bivouacs this Autumn, the first in March where 15 teenagers and 4 adult staff 

bivouacked in the Bush to the north of the property.  They bought in port-a-loos and the cadets camped out under 

their hootchies.  Some of the activities they participated in included building survival shelters, cooking their own 

meals and team building/leadership exercises.   

The second weekend activity was held in May and dedicated to Adventure Training type activities.  There were 22 

cadets who joined Captain Richard Chrisp and his staff for activities such as navigation, observation posts, readiness 

exercises and first aid scenarios.   

 

The Meerlieu & District Community Group came for a visit on the 3rd of April.  13 members of the group enjoyed a 

tour of the homestead and some other buildings and got involved in discussions about the history of Strathfieldsaye.  

Some members of the group had previously been to the property, one lady said her husband used to work for Dr 

Disher and had fond memories of events at the property and was involved in helping with the Open Days the 

University had hosted.  The group has since contacted management regarding making a donation to assist with 

repairs around the homestead, this generous offer is greatly appreciated. 

A group of cyclists camped by the lake on the 10th of April.  It was a stopover for them on their ride from Torquay to 

Paynesville.  They were following the old 

rail trails and were keen to stop over in 

Strathfieldsaye for the night as one of the 

members of the group used to do 

volunteer work on the property as part of 

the Melbourne University working bees 

in the late 1980’s. 

The Bairnsdale and District Art Society 

held two painting days in April & May at 

the Homestead area.  The group have 

really fallen in love with Strathfieldsaye 

and are producing some incredible pieces 

of work.  We are thrilled to be able to 

share this as a venue for this talented 

group.  One member has donated a copy 

of one of her paintings to us. 

Art by Gayle Van Putten – Nov 2024 



A couple contacted us from the ALT website and came for a visit.  We have people interested in Strathfieldsaye 

contact us this way several times a year.  This particular couple were interested in the historical buildings and could 

see and understand the challenges faced by trying to maintain or restore some of the older buildings. 

Lake Wellington Erosion Control Trial – It is hard to say how effective at this point the erosion control trial areas are.  

We can certainly see additional erosion occurring further west of the trial areas. We look forward to hearing the 

official results once the data has been processed.  Photos taken 2nd May 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cindy Chrisp – Strathfieldsaye Volunteers. 


