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Danny & Charlie fishing on 

the shore of Lake Wellington, 

pulling out several very large 

carp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Erosion Lake Wellington –   The erosion control project being undertaken by the Gippsland Water Catchment 

Management Authority is now completed.  A drone recording has been taken of the test area on the shoreline to 

create a 3D rendering of the start condition of the project. Further recordings will be taken are regular intervals to 

evaluate the success of each type of erosion control being tested. It is possible to see some improvements already of 

sand retention on the shoreline in two of the test sites.  The initial planting of the Fragmities is not looking 

particularly successful, however once the shore is more stabilised a second planting will be undertaken.   

 



Working Bees – There have been no actual 

working bees organised this spring, however 

several volunteers have spent whole weekends 

at Strathfieldsaye relaxing and working.  Danny 

and his family have kept on top of the mowing 

around the homestead and Disher Lab.  

Richard & Danny carried out repairs on the 

eastern end of the machinery shed where a 

storm had removed some roofing iron and 

allowed part of the wall to fall away. They also 

cleaned up a several fallen trees from along 

the driveway and around the homestead.  

Cindy also under took roofing repairs on the 

western end of the machinery shed where the 

roofing iron had lifted due to failing roofing 

nails and strong winds.  Danny 

reattached many timber fence pickets 

around the homestead fence.  

However, a large tree branch came 

down in a storm and landed on part 

of the picket fence, which has 

damaged a main corner post.  This 

will be a major repair that will take 

time for the volunteers to get to.  The 

workshop interior received a good 

clean up from Richard and Cindy, 

including removal of all the leaves 

that blow in under the doors. 

 

 

Workshop Restoration Project- Unfortunately the workshop restoration has not yet been completed.  Volunteers 

have spent time focusing on more urgent repairs, but it still remains on the list – perhaps to be tackled at the next 

working bee. 

Snakes – We have already seen many snakes this season, but uncovering one near the machinery shed when 

replacing the roofing iron was not ideal.  Finding another large black snake on the path to the pump shed at Lake 

Tiny reminded us that all the paths need to be mowed.  Rich made sure this pathway and the others down to Lake 

Wellington were trimmed and the tall standing grass around the bore pump shed also cut down to keep everybody 

safe. 

Machinery - maintenance & repairs – The pressure tank for the pump at Lake tiny has continued to cause concern. 

The new pressure tank installed in May failed and a water specialist was called into replace the tank again under 

warranty.  Daniel Phelan (AKA Danny Digger) has helped significantly in locating and repairing water leaks in recent 

months.  He has also assisted in restoring water to some dry troughs where in the past a leak had been located and a 

pipe capped instead of a repair being carried out.   We also discovered that a small number of aggressive cattle had 

been responsible for damaging the floats in some troughs.   Remedial action was taken to prevent further damage to 

floats. 



Richard serviced and thoroughly cleaned both the hi-lux ute and Honda quad bike. The bike also needed some 

repairs to the damaged plastic faring.  The Hi-lux received new number plates after the registration was changed to 

Vic, saving us over $300 per year. 

Outside Agencies – Representatives from Parks Victoria have been undertaking further asbestos removal from the 

old rubbish tip in the Perry River Reserve.  

Crews were out for several days over a 

two-week period in October.   A crew 

from SPAusNet trimmed trees along the 

power lines in October. 

Trees – The storms and strong winds have 

continued to fell trees all over 

Strathfieldsaye.  One very large tree came 

down on the boundary across the 

kangaroo fence, while the cypress pines 

along the driveway have lost more 

branches, but have not caused any 

damage. 

Agistment cattle – Cow and calf numbers 

from CTO are lower this year than in the 

past.  With a drought constantly in the 

minds of farmers, it is to be expected.  CTO has elected to agist an additional 70 small steers while the grass is 

available. 

Pastures – Alan Broughton has been conducting monthly inspections of the paddocks to assist with the cattle 

rotations and determine feed ahead making sure the pastures are managed to ensure optimal growth in all seasons.  

He has identified several weed infestation areas, which we had hoped to have the farm hand work on clearing up as 

part of their work on the property.  Alan’s November report indicated that we have feed ahead at our current 

stocking levels for 364 days.  However, this does not take into account that some areas are unable to be grazed 

effectively due to lack of water or fencing in those areas.  Currently management are working on restoring water and 

improving fencing to allow extra grazing areas to be opened up without using portable electric fencing which is very 

labour intensive and not currently practical. 

Track & Road repairs – The driveway and swell point road have seen even more heavy traffic with cattle trucks and 

heavy equipment being used on the shores of Lake Wellington.  The roadways are hard and dry now and will require 

grading before the wet weather returns to ensure it remains passable in winter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visiting Groups – The Bairnsdale Art Society had 12 members come out to photograph and paint the buildings and 

gardens around the Homestead precinct.  They were so impressed with the property they came back again only 4 

weeks later to paint some more.  The group has quite a large membership and would like to take the opportunity to 

paint different aspects of Strathfieldsaye several times a year.    

The Sale Army Cadets held another activity over a weekend in 

November. They enjoyed participating in several water activities 

and having the opportunity to ‘patrol’ through the bush areas of 

Strathfieldsaye.  The Air Force Cadets chose to bivouac on the same weekend as the Army Cadets and all of the 

participants appreciated being able to undertake some training together.   

 

Cindy Chrisp – Strathfieldsaye Volunteers. 


