
STRATHFIELDSAYE ESTATE – Newsletter Autumn/Winter 2024  

 

 

Rainfall – Gippsland experienced a very wet April, followed by a very dry May.  The rainfall has tended to level out 

over the winter however, with totals within the normal range and soil temperatures at a level that has been good for 

pasture growth. 

Working Bees – We held our first working bee for the year on the 

16th March.  Only 6 volunteers attended, however we managed to 

get quite a bit of work completed.  In the garden, Emma, Alice & 

Mandi managed to tame the Wisteria on the eastern veranda, weed 

the nasturtium bed, prune and weed the west wing master 

bedroom garden bed and prune the tree outside the west wing 

bathroom, which is a huge job.  Fantastic results from 3 awesome 

volunteers.   

Cindy & Alan concentrated on the workshop.  

The gutters were cleaned, the front was 

prepared and painted and the whole area was 

cleaned up.   

Richard & Cindy moved a total of 24 treated pine fencing poles from several areas around the workshop and from 

down on the lake front, as well as two farm gates and 2 rolls of barbed wire.  These are now stored in the hay shed 

on hill together with other fencing materials retrieved from around the property by Kath & Dan ready to use for new 

fencing projects.  Richard & Alan also cut up and removed some large fallen tree branches and cleaned up a huge 

amount of other garden waste.  The bon fire pile is quite a sight to see. 



Our second working bee was planned for the 4th of May, but unfortunately, we did not have anybody available for 

that weekend.  Cindy still managed to get the roof of the workshop treated for rust and fully repainted.  The next 

step for the workshop is to have the rotten weather boards on the western wall replaced and the remaining 3 walls 

all sanded and painted.  Engaging contractors for these sorts of jobs has been quite difficult, but hopefully with 

warmer weather coming we will get it finished. 

In July we had a few family members come and continue on maintenance work on the Homestead.  Chelsi prepared 

the external laundry wall and then painted it as well.  A great effort on a big job.   

Storm damage also meant tree branch removal and a 

visit from SPAusNet to reconnect power lines to the 

managers house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agistment cattle – There has been many stock movements over the winter period.  CTO removed all of the pregnant 

cows and delivered some additional yearlings.  CTO had 250 yearlings on agistment from mid-June to mid-August.  

These animals were then removed and 175 cows with 4-week-old calves returned to Strathfieldsaye. 

We also contracted with a local Dairy farmer to agist 140 of his cows, which were drying out for a 10-week period.  

We now have 2 dairy farmers who would be keen to have animals at Strathfieldsaye over the winter each year. 



Wildlife – We have seen the snakes coming out very early this year with a large black snake seen mid-August crossing 

the driveway.  An even larger black snake coiled up in the bush, however, no brown snakes have yet been spotted. 

Track & Road repairs - With lots of cattle trucks 

coming and going the road and tracks into the 

property and around the stockyards, the 

deteriorated significantly.  Wet weather and heavy 

vehicle movements left the roadway with several 

large potholes and large areas of muddy tracks.   

Water Erosion Lake Wellington –    The Project will 

commence in October once Swell Point Road is 

drier and the trucks can gain access without risk of 

damage to vehicles or road surface.     

Machinery - maintenance & repairs – The pressure 

tank for pump at Lake tiny which services all water 

troughs for the cattle on the western half of the 

property had to be replaced.   Dan, Richard and Paul 

had spent many hours trying to identify the problem 

and adjust the pressure switch to get it to run 

properly, until it was decided to engage a water 

specialist who identified that the pressure tank, 

though relatively new, had failed.   The only solution 

was to replace the pressure tank in order to get water 

to the cattle.   A new tank was installed and the pump 

recalibrated and has been working well since.  The 

failed tank was returned under warranty.  This pump 

setup has a huge workload and needs constant 

monitoring, but is an essential element for maintaining 

water supply to the troughs.   

We have had several water trough floats fail over this period and this causes the water to keep filling the troughs 

and then over flow into the paddocks.  Coupled with a split pipe or two and work to maintain the water supply to the 

livestock has been a challenge.  An audit of all the water troughs was conducted to identify troughs that are likely to 

fail in the near future and deal with them in advance.  We cannot possibly anticipate where a broken pipe might 

occur however, and this will just have to be part of the monitoring process of the water supply. 



Greening Australia – Replanting works were carried out in July and further trenches were laid for reseeding in 

August.  Martin Potts is confident that the first lot of plants will still grow but the second lot of seeding will be 

beneficial to the project.  A meeting with Martin and the fencing contractor resulted in further fencing being 

undertaken on behalf of Strathfieldsaye by Greening Australia.  Laneways have now been created along the 

paddocks allocated to the Greening revegetation project to assist with cattle movements between grazing paddocks.   

Visiting Groups – The Sale Army Cadets conducted a training weekend bivouac from the 15th – 17th of March. There 

were 19 cadets plus 3 staff who were lucky to have dry weather for the whole weekend.   

 

 

Cindy Chrisp – Strathfieldsaye Volunteers. 


