STRATHFIELDSAYE ESTATE — Newsletter February 2021

This newsletter comes to you as Victoria goes back into lockdown again. Let’s hope it is a short stint this time.

1. Visitors to Strath — In December we had the Subaru 4WD club visit, this was organised by Angela and Damien
and by all reports the members had a great time. Many stayed for a few extra days, and they all plan to visit again.
In January we had the Police Social club come out for a BBQ and some members camped over. They enjoyed a tour
of the homestead and out buildings and were very impressed with the property as a whole and the camping area by
the lake.

2. Unwanted visitors to Strath — There have been several enquiries regarding access to the property. Some
requests were reasonable but not always able to be accommodated, but others definitely less welcome. Such as a
man who left a note in the letterbox asking for permission to shoot deer on the property; also 3 young men on
trailbikes wanted to ride down to the Perry River. Richard was able to speak to these people directly and deter them
from entering the property. = N e

3. Fencing Repairs — Danny came out one wet Sunday
) afternoon to find a corner

AT

. fence post near the
stockyards broken off at

. the base. Luckily he was
able to carry out some
emergency repairs and
keep the property secure.
We have since added a

| new stay post and a hinge
set to the gate to make
access to the paddock
easier. It was unclear what
4@ had caused the fence post
= to be snapped off.

3. Equipment Repairs — Paul has been able to fully restore one
of the very old quad bikes from the property. It now lives in the
machinery shed with the tractor and has the fully functioning spray
unit on the back. o 0 5 X <
4. Fruit Trees — We have had a lot of peaches this year. We were able to take some of the fruit before the birds
ate it all. The peaches were lovely and sweet. The lime tree
and cumquat tree are also providing excellent fruit right
now.

5. Upgrade to the Ute — Danny has installed a stereo
unit in the 4WD ute. So, now we can have music as we
travel around the paddocks. A small luxury but very much
enjoyed.

6. Fallen trees — There have been quite a few trees
come down lately, many just in the paddocks and not
causing any problems, but some however must be dealt




with. The large gum tree in the homestead garden took a
disliking to the pizza oven being parked underneath it and
whacked it with a large limb. There was only minor damage to
the pizza oven which hopefully will not hamper its operation
and a nice pile of firewood for next year was gained. Thereis a
large tree branch on the fence along the driveway which will
need to be cut up when we next get a chance. Also Richard &
Cindy made a start on the tree leaning against the milking
shed. It has been there for many years and has caused a large
amount of leaf debris to be dumped on the roofs of both the
milking shed and the machinery shed. We removed many of
the branches which were over these buildings and cleared the leaf litter, which should reduce the pace at which the
rust is affecting the roof however, there is still more work to be done in this area. The tree will need to be fully
removed and the drainage area behind the milking shed cleared of debris. Then work can start on restoring the
foundations of the milking shed. The guttering at the back of
the machinery shed has been destroyed by rust caused by the
build-up of the leaf matter.
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7. Shearers Cottage — Damien and Angela have made a start on tidying up the shearers cottage. There was a
lot of cleaning required after the possums broke into the building. It is looking a lot better, and smelling better too,
but with still quite a bit of work to be done.

8. Leaking Chimneys — We have had no luck at all getting a quote for this work. | will keep trying though.

9. Gravel path in garden — work has continued on the gravel path running down the garden. Damien and
Angela have almost finished this project. A further trailer load or two of gravel should see it completed, and with the
weeds being kept under control, the whole area is looking great.

10. Furniture donation — Thank you to Peter Daly and his nephew for the furniture delivery last month. The
disher lab received a new coffee table, dining chairs, and
dinner set, while a lovely carved wooden lamp was taken over
to the homestead. Some of the volunteers found a few gems
for themselves and a donation was made to the Stratford OP
shop of items that couldn’t be used on the property or by the
volunteers.

11. Dairy — Thanks to Danny work has begun organising the
materials to restore the Dairy. We found some old pallets and
Danny has started to clean and stack the bricks. At least then
they can be moved under cover and be protected to stop any
further deterioration prior to the restoration works.

12. Rain — the weather reporters are now telling us that
after an expected warmer and wetter spring, which didn’t
really happen, we should expect a colder and wetter summer.
So far | would agree that spring was warmer than usual and
summer has been colder than usual; however, the rain gauge is
definitely telling me that we are not getting the predicted rain
levels. So far this summer (1 December — 13 February)
Strathfieldsaye has recorded 141.8mm of rain at the
homestead.

13. Blacksmiths workshop — | noticed a sheet of iron has
come off the roof of the black smiths workshop. This has not as yet been investigated. We need to determine if the
roof timbers are able to support the iron being replaced or whether something else needs to happen first. As you
can see from the photo however, that much of the roof is very rusted and may not last much longer.
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By Cindy Chrisp — Strathfieldsaye Volunteers.



