STRATHFIELDSAYE ESTATE – Newsletter April 2020
This is an update for the Trustees of Strath. The volunteers have been quite busy during the lockdown period. It
assists in our sanity to be able to head out to Strath and be productive. Several tasks have been undertaken in the
past month since Pam left for the States.
1. The Library, entry hall and Blue room (now to be called the games room) have had all the furniture put back and

the curtains cleaned. The furniture and pictures are most
definitely is not in their original locations, but it is functional and
will do just fine until Pam returns and can supervise the
rearranging.
I will send you each a link to a Google Docs folder which includes a
video or two that I took recently. One video gives a short tour of the Maid’s Cottage with its beautiful new furniture
and another is of the ‘games room’ and my daughters, for a little bit of light entertainment.

Washing Day – Curtains from the Games (Blue) room.
2. The master bedroom in the west wing has now had all the
curtains put back into place and been thoroughly cleaned. The floors
look amazing and once the bathroom repairs are completed it will be
fully functional again, and ready for guests.

3. The bathroom repairs – the wall tiles were easily removed. There was some minor water damage behind them,
but after the walls were able to dry out completely, we applied some sealing paint to prevent any further water
penetration. The wall will need to be fully painted and then the tiles replaced. Luckily we found a stock of the white
tiles in the
workshop so the
job will be easy
enough to
complete. I just
need to locate
the correct wall
paint. These are
some progress
What was hiding behind the tiles.
Before tile removal
photos.
4. Whilst looking for the materials to repair the bathroom,
Rich & I investigated the Paint Store. I forgot to take a
before photo, but here are the after photos and the piles of
items either relocated to their correct homes or disposed of.
There were quite a few empty paint cans in the store and
several cans where the contents were no longer viable. It is
now a usable space where all the materials can be easily
accessed.

5. Danny and family have been focusing on mowing and keeping the weeds at
bay along the brick pathways over the past few weeks. He is using boiling
water and flooding the pathways. It seems to be quite effective, but will not
have long term effects. The grass will start to regrow almost straight away. It
is a very cost effective weeding method, but a little time consuming.

6. Paul has been continuing his persistence of repairing fences and trying to keep the kangaroo fence in good
working order. There is significant damage to the fence in some areas, due to wombats mainly, but mostly it is in
good condition.
7. Rich & I took a visit out to Swell Point on Thursday and noted the increased soil erosion. It has been awhile since
we had been there and we were surprised by the changes. By my memory last time we were in this area the
shoreline was
closer to the pile
of dead trees in
the water, so it
has receded quite
a bit. Whilst at
the very end of
Swell Point
walking along the
kangaroo fence
we came across a
male hog deer.
Sorry the photo is not very good. There does not seem to have been
many people down there in recent weeks and there was no rubbish at all, which was pleasing to note.
7. We had gorgeous weather for Thursday and Good
Friday. A storm blew in on Friday night with 9 mm of rain
overnight, and a lot more to come during the day. So far
for April 2020 (1st – 10th) Strath has recorded 40.9 mm
which is interesting to compare with the monthly total for
March at 41.3 mm.
8. Lastly is the information regarding the roof of the wool
shed. A second sheet of iron has removed itself from the
roof as well as a long piece of ridge capping. With the
ridge capping missing it means many more sheets are
likely to come loose. There are 50 km hour winds
expected at Strath today, so brace yourselves for more
bad news for this building. The timbers in the roof
actually seem to be in reasonable condition when looking up from. Paul has a safety harness which he intends to
bring out and will get up on the roof and attempt to resecure the missing iron. This will not happen until next week
at best. Then I am sure he will report on the true
condition of the roof.

I will include all of these photos and others in the google
share folder. Stay safe and have a Happy Easter! 

This is the link:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SSyscVMqp5W7WDr8eJLru1iNlQ8Jlu6c?usp=sharing

